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Relevance of the Paper




The Importance of the Black Sea in Global Food Security
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The Black Sea Blockade

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine has adversely impacted global agricultural, energy and fertilizer markets:
® |Immediate supply disruptions (corn and wheat shipping in Ukraine are blocked).

® |imited opportunities to export grain from Ukraine via rail and road transportation routes
(just 15% of what Ukraine ships by sea).

® Drastic short/medium-term price increases with a potential to sustain in the long-run.
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Middle East and Africa’s Dependence on Food Imports
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Threat to Food Security in the Middle East and Africa

® The Middle East and North Africa (MENA) region is one of the world’s largest importers of cereals
and other basic foodstuffs.

® Reasons for the high dependence on food imports:
1. Low production capacity
2. Rapidly growing domestic demand
3. Structural economic problems and export-oriented agricultural policies

® The Russian invasion of Ukraine has exposed the vulnerabilities of the Middle East and Africa region’s
food security to global developments.
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What the Paper Does




Self-Sufficiency Vs. Comparative Advantage

® The author discusses the long-lasting debate over ‘self-sufficiency’ versus ‘comparative advantage'.
® Corn Laws debate in 18th century England which became standard textbook example for comparative
advantage and gains from trade.
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® BUT, how can we accommodate food security concerns in a world of comparative
advantage?

JaCMES - 2022 - Nadine Yamout Discussion: Depending on Imported Grains in an Era of Insecurity



Dependence on Wheat

® The author indicates that Russia and Ukraine have been increasing their presence in agricultural
market accounting for 30% of the world exports of wheat.

® Concurrently, countries in the Middle East, African and Asia have increasingly relied on wheat
imports from Russia and Ukraine.

® Wheat, a staple food, became a weapon of war!
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Rice as an Alternative?

® With the blockade of the Black Sea, Asian countries had familiar alternative grain: rice.

® The author argues that this might be a reason that Asian countries were somehow less affected by
the blockade than the countries in the Middle East and Africa.

e So, could rice be a mean of diversification and an alternative to wheat for countries in the
Middle East and Africa?
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Comments




Comment 1: Survey of Literature on Food Self-Sufficiency and Food Security

The merits and downsides of food self-sufficiency as a national policy goal have long been subject to

debate in international policy circles.

Mainstream economics along the lines of Adam Smith and David Ricardo have critiqued the goal of
food self-sufficiency and viewed policies supporting it as being inefficient.

Empirical work supporting like Hassan et al. (2000) and Von Braun and Paulino (1990) supporting
mainstream economics view.

The 1960s-1970s have seen support for food self-sufficiency as a policy goal (Barker and Hayami,
1976; O'Hagan, 1975; and Sarma, 1978).

The 1980s to early 2000s saw a sharp turn away from food self- sufficiency as a legitimate goal in
international policy circles (Clapp, 1997; Yang, 1989; Sen et al., 2002; Rakotoarisoa et al., 2011).
The 2007-08 food crisis renewed interest in food self-sufficiency and was accompanied by the growing
popularity of the food sovereignty social movement (Wittman et al., 2010; Burnett and Murphy,
2014).
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: Climate Change and Food Security

® The discussion on food security and self-sufficiency should highlight the role of climate change.
® Climate change:
1. reduces food availability as it affects the basic elements of food production — soil and water;

2. reduces food accessibility and contributes to mounting food prices.

® How does climate change impact countries’ plans and policies aimed at food security?
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Comment 3: Modelling Uncertainty and Self-Sufficiency

Along the lines of Cheng (1986):
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Fig. 1. Trade under the risk of market foreclosure.

At what level of risk of market foreclosure does self-sufficiency becomes favourable compared
to comparative advantage?
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Comment 4: How to Achieve Resilient Food Systems?

Incorporate a discussion on what can be done to reverse the dire trend in food security?
® Hedge against food price volatility through stabilizing governments’ budgets.
® |Improve efficiency in importing food and storing it.

® |ncorporate digital technology in agri-food sector to increase productivity and resiliency.
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Conclusion




Conclusion

A really nice paper with interesting and provocative discussion.

® The paper is very topical and more relevant than ever.

| would love to see the author go further in analyzing the idea of food security and self-sufficiency
while highlighting the literature.

| suggest that the author considers other dimensions like the role of climate change and digital
technology in driving food security.
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